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disposition to seize the first occasion of recognizing as an independent
State such portion of her territory as should have freed itself from
Turkish dominion ".
Every effort was made to bring the other Powers into line;
Metternich, however, left no stone unturned to frustrate Canning's
policy, even to the extent of using backstairs influence to create
mistrust between the Court and the Cabinet. Prussia followed
Metternich's lead, but France concluded with Russia and Great
Britain the Treaty of London (July, 1827). The public articles of
the Treaty were substantially identical with the terms of the Protocol,
in accordance with which an *' immediate armistice " was to be
offered to the belligerents. A secret article provided that the Porte
should be plainly informed that the Powers intend to take " immediate
measures for an approximation with the Greeks " ; and that if
within one month " the Porte do not accept the armistice ... or
the Greeks refuse to execute it" the High Contracting Powers
should intimate to one or both parties that " they intend to exert
all the means which circumstances may suggest to their prudence to
obtain the immediate effect of the armistice ... by preventing all
collision between the contending parties . . . without, however,
taking any part in the hostilities between them ".
Battle of A joint note was presented to the Turk (Aug. 16th) who indig-
Navanno nantly declined mediation. But by this time the control of events
was passing from the hands of dallying diplomatists into those of
plain sailors. The Admirals in command of the British and French
fleets in the Levant were informed of the terms of the Treaty on
August 7th. Sir Edward Codrington found them difficult of inter-
pretation. Was he to use force or not ? He appealed to the British
ambassador at Constantinople and, satisfied with Stratford Canning's
answer, he sailed for the Morea. A large Egyptian fleet had mean-
while sailed with reinforcements for the Morea, and on September
7th joined the Turkish ships in Navarmo Bay. The allied fleets of
England, France, and Russia followed. Ibrahim was informed that
none of his ships would be allowed to leave the harbour, and quickly
discovered that the allied Admirals meant to enforce their orders.
Foiled at sea he renewed his attack on land with increased ferocity,
Of the atrocities he committed the sailors were all but eye-witnesses,1
To remain passive was impossible, but agreeably to instructions there
were to be " no hostilities ". The Turks, however, opened fire ; the
battle became general, and before sundown on October 20th the
Turko-Egyptian fleet " had disappeared, the Bay of Navarmo was
covered with their wrecks ".
Welling- The news of the battle of Navarino was received with amazement
throughout Europe, and by the English Government with something
like consternation. The sailors had indeed cut the Gordmn knot
1 C/. Narraiwe oj Captain Hamilton ap Mamott, Canning, p. 131.